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many of our colleagues are concluding
their careers in the Senate. One mem-
ber who will not be back with us in
January is my friend, Senator DIRK
KEMPTHORNE of Idaho.

Senator KEMPTHORNE arrived in
Washington six-years-ago and very
quickly established a reputation for
not only being dedicated to the duties
and responsibilities of his office, but
for being an individual with a keen
mind who approached matters before
this body in a very thoughtful and de-
liberative manner. His opinion on
issues was always well regarded and
void of partisan rhetoric. Though one
will never have every member of this
Body agree with their position, every-
one gave considerable weight to the re-
marks and positions of the Senator
from Idaho.

One of Senator KEMPTHORNE’s com-
mittee assignments was to the Armed
Services Committee and I quickly spot-
ted his leadership ability, and in a rel-
atively short period of time, assigned
him the chairmanship of the Sub-
committee on Personnel. This was a
demanding job, especially in this era
when we are not only trying to deter-
mine what the appropriate size of the
military should be, but also because of
a number of highly emotional issues re-
lated to personnel matters. Regardless
of the issue that was before his sub-
committee, Senator KEMPTHORNE
worked hard to ensure that he dis-
charged his responsibilities impar-
tially, and with the best interests of
our men and women in uniform in
mind.

Beyond earning a reputation for
being an intelligent student of public
policy, Senator KEMPTHORNE also
earned a well deserved reputation for
being a decent man. He was unfailingly
polite and cordial to everyone with
whom he dealt. Whether it was a wit-
ness before the Committee, a debate
opponent on the Senate Floor, or one
of the thousands of support staff that
work in the Senate, DIRK KEMPTHORNE
was pleasant, respectful, and cordial.

It is truly our loss that Senator
KEMPTHORNE has decided to leave the
Senate and return to Idaho, but the
citizens of that state will indeed bene-
fit when our friend is elected Governor.
The ability he demonstrated for leader-
ship and civility will serve both he and
his constituents well and I am certain
that Idaho will be regarded as one of
the most efficiently run states in the
Union before the end of his first term.
My counsel to the members of this
Chamber is that DIRK KEMPTHORNE is a
man to keep your eye on, and frankly,
I would not be surprised if he were to
return to Washington one day, though
to take an office that is at the opposite
end of Pennsylvania Avenue. Regard-
less, I wish both he and his lovely wife
Patricia health, happiness, and great
success in the years to come, we shall
miss them both.

RETIREMENT OF SENATOR DAN
COATS

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President,
there is perhaps no other legislative
body in the world that attracts a more
competent group of public servants
than the United States Senate. In the
almost 45 years I have spent in this in-
stitution, I have had the good fortune
to serve with a number of very capable,
dedicated, and selfless individuals who
have worked hard to represent their
constituents and do what is best for the
nation. One person who is an excellent
example of the high caliber of person
who is drawn to public service is my
good friend and colleague, DAN COATS.

The Mid-West has the uncanny way
of producing men and women of immi-
nent sense and decency, individuals
who have the ability to see to the heart
of a matter and find a way to resolve a
problem. Such skill is extremely valu-
able in the United States Senate, a
body by its very design that is sup-
posed to foster compromise between
legislators on issues before the nation.
Without question, DAN COATS is a Sen-
ator who worked hard to bring parties
together, find common ground, and to
get legislation passed. That is cer-
tainly a fine legacy with which to leave
this institution.

More than being an able legislator,
Senator COATS developed a strong ex-
pertise on defense matters, particu-
larly those related to his responsibil-
ities as Chairman of the Airland Sub-
committee of the Committee on the
Armed Services. In this role, Senator
COATS was responsible for providing ad-
vice and helping shape policy on mat-
ters related to how to describe what
the threat and future threats to our
Nation are, how our military should be
structured in order to guarantee our
security, and what sort of ground and
aviation assets our troops need in order
to do our jobs. Senator COATS had to be
well versed in everything from the
GoreTex booties that go into the boots
of our soldiers to the advanced
aerodynamical concepts that are being
used in the helicopters and jets being
developed for our forces. Few other in-
dividuals could have mastered these
disparate topics so well, and that Sen-
ator COATS was able to do so, and make
it look so easy, is a testament to this
man’s intellect, dedication, and abil-
ity.

Without question, we are going to
miss the many contributions of Sen-
ator COATS, both to the Committee and
to the full Senate. He had a wry sense
of humor, a civil demeanor, and a de-
sire to serve our nation. His departure
from the Senate is truly a loss, but I
am confident that he will continue to
find a way to serve and to make a dif-
ference. I will miss him, both as a
friend and a colleague, and I would like
to take this opportunity to wish both
he and his lovely wife Marcia great
success and happiness in all his future
endeavors.

RETIREMENT OF SENATOR JOHN
GLENN

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President,
though the 105th Congress will soon
come to a close, and each of us will re-
turn home to meet with constituents,
or take fact finding trips throughout
the nation or the world, one of our col-
leagues has not only already left town,
but is headed for a most unusual des-
tination, that of outer space. I speak,
of course, of our friend, JOHN GLENN
who is ending his career in the United
States Senate.

Like most people, I first learned of
JOHN GLENN in 1962 when he orbited the
Earth, but when the people of Ohio
elected him to this Body in 1974, I had
the opportunity to come to know him
personally. In the subsequent years, we
worked closely together on a number of
issues, especially those related to na-
tional security as we served together
on the Senate Committee on the
Armed Forces. Naturally, his experi-
ences as a Marine Corps officer gave
Senator GLENN valuable insight into
defense matters and he played an im-
portant role on the Committee and in
working to help provide for a military
adequately capable of protecting the
United States.

The same qualities that made JOHN
GLENN a successful Marine and astro-
naut, served him well here in the
United States Senate. Without ques-
tion, he is a determined man who has
earned our respect for his honor, abil-
ity, and dedication. His desire to serve
our nation is an inspiration, and in
keeping with the highest traditions of
public service. Without question, he
has set an excellent example for others
to follow and it is my hope that more
people, from Ohio and throughout the
United States, will follow his lead and
find a way to make a difference in their
communities and to our nation.

Mr. President, the United States Sen-
ate will just not be quite the same
place without the presence of Senator
JOHN GLENN. We appreciate the many
ways in which he has served so admira-
bly and wish both he and his lovely
wife Annie health, happiness, and suc-
cess in the years ahead.

f

RETIREMENT OF SENATOR
WENDELL FORD

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, Ken-
tucky is famous for many things, in-
cluding its bourbon and the Derby, but
what I have come to associate most
with the ‘‘Bluegrass State’’ over the
past 24-years is Senator WENDELL
FORD, who I regret to note is leaving
the Senate at the end of the 105th Con-
gress.

Senator FORD is a man with a deep
and unwavering commitment to public
service. He served in the United States
Army during World War II and contin-
ued his military service as a member of
the Kentucky National Guard. He has
held elected office at both the state
and federal levels, holding the titles of
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